
What’s under my feet?

Abstract
The student will be able to draw and describe what is in the soil after a classroom activity has been conducted.

Grade Level

Kindergarten

Resource Type

Classroom activity

Subject

Environmental science

National Science Standards 

All students should develop a concept of the properties of earth’s materials.

Ohio Science Standards for both Science Content & Inquiry

Scientific Inquiry

1. Use appropriate safety procedures when completing scientific investigations.

2.  Use the five senses to make observations about the natural world.

3.  Draw pictures that correctly portray features of the item being described.

4.  Use appropriate tools and simple equipment/instruments to safely gather scientific data.    

        
5.  Make pictographs and use them to describe observations and draw conclusions.

Objective(s)

The student will illustrate by drawing a picture of what they believe is in soil.

The student will develop a drawing of what is really in soil.

Activity Pre-Assessment
Have students draw a picture of what soil is and verbally describe to teacher what they have drawn.


Pre-Activity 

Learn about classification of objects by size, color and shape.  Use bears, buttons, cubes, plastic shapes, cars etc. to allow the students to practice grouping objects by one attribute.

Lesson/Project

Find contents of soil. (Make sure the soil has a few extra rocks of varying sizes.)

1. Give each group of 5 students a large scoop of soil on a plastic sheet.

2. Give each student a hand lens for close observation.

3. Have the students sort through the contents and pick out one of each item found in the soil with tweezers.  Students will be instructed to remove all the rocks.

4. Draw picture of each item and label with teachers assistance

Classify rocks found in the soil by size.

1.  Collect all rocks in one central location

2. As a whole group look at the rocks.  Have 3 containers (plates) labeled small, medium, large.

3. Have each student choose a rock from the collection and classify it by size on the plate.


Pre/Post Assessment
Have students draw a picture of what soil is and verbally describe to the teacher what they have drawn.

Rubric 

3 -Student draws at least 3 items found in soil

2 – Student draws at least 2 items found in soil

1 – Student draws at least 1 item found in soil

0 – Student draws nothing related to soil.

Pre-Assessment/Post Assessment                    


Name____________________

What is Under My Feet?

     Draw a picture of soil.

What is soil? _________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
